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aside all their feuds and resolved to unite. The Bishop
of Segovia was sent to Rome to intreat the Pope to
proclaim their resistance a Crusade, and grant indul-
gences for those who should die in it ; and the Arch-
bishop of Toledo went to seek for succour in France.
Great numbers of knights were willing to join the
Christian host, and the rallying place was Toledo. In
the year 1219 King Alfonso knighted his eldest son
Fernando in the cathedral of Burgos, and sent him to •
deserve his spurs by an expedition with the knights of
Calatrava, who were very anxious to regain the city
whence they took their name. The foray did not suc-
ceed, and Don Fernando came home with a fever, of
which he died in a few weeks.
There was no time to grieve, for the troops had to
be gathered in and measures taken for the defence.
Ten thousand horse and forty thousand foot of the
Ultramontanes, as the Spaniards called their allies
from beyond the Pyrennees, had come in ; but so
narrow was the faith-of the thirteenth century under"
Innocent III., that these Crusaders were scandalised
at the different rites used by the Mozarabic Christians
of Toledo, and were so desirous of beginning by a
Crusade against these supposed heretics, and likewise
the Jews and the tolerated Mahommedans, that the
King of Castille was fain to send them out on a foray
under Don Diego Lopez de Hara, to keep them from
ravaging his capital. They besieged Calatrava, and
their fierce intolerance was greatly displeased at the
merciful terms offered by Don Diego. So determined
were these fanatics to exterminate the Moors that he
was forced to escort the inhabitants himself with his
. Spanish troops to a place of safety, when the Crusaders

